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TYPHOID EXPERTS
AT ALEANDRI

fState Board of Health Begins
K Inquiry in Sanitary
Conditions.

ADVISE AGAINST ALARM

Epeclal Dispatch to The Star.

ALEXANDRIA, July 9.—"Wrile san-
ftary conditions in Alexandria are a
menace to public health, they are
purely local and not so serious as to
cause much alarm among the people
of the city.

*We shall begin this week a thor-
ough investigation into the sources of
infection which have caused typhoild
fever and In two weeks we shall have
arrested the causes. In two months
the sanitary conditions of the city
®hall be in perfect condition.”

"Thess statements weres made this
morning by Dr. Willlam M. Smith,
chairman of the state board of health
of Virginia. in outlining the plan of
campaign the beard will follow in
*gleaning up” Alexandria.

Mass Meeting Informed.

The board made known its intention
of taking a hand in the situation Sun-
day afternoon at a large mass meet-
Ang of citizens, under the auspices of
the Alexandria Chamber of Commerces,

.1to conslder the typhoid fever s=situa-

‘tion, which was said to be spreading.
Dr. E. G. Willlams of the state board
‘of health announced at the mesting
that the state board would take ac-
tion.
.. First arrival on the scens in the
Mcleaning-up” campaign from the
_state board of health was A. 8. Hol-
‘way, acting chief engineer of the
board, who appeared today. Later In
the day it Is expected that Surgeon
L. L. Lumsden of the United Btates
ublic health service will join Mr.
Holway and assume complste charge
iof the work, with the state board of
‘health acting in a supervisory ca-
pacity.

! Staff of Experts to Act.

Dr. Smith said today that Surgeon
Lumsden will have under his direc-
tion a competent staff of sanitary
men, probably obtained from cities
outside of Alexandria.

The efforts of the health authori-
ties wiH be directed first to the water
supply. Daily analyses will be taen
to learn the condition of the water.

!'While analyses of the city water sup-

Pply have shown no typhoid germs,
tha water is said not to be free from
pollution.

Followin investigation of the
water supply there will be examina-
‘tiona of dairies and tests of milk to

;ascertain the degree of safety Iin the
milk furnished Alexandrians. Where

* insanitary conditions are found rem-
#dles will be forthcoming.

‘Clean-Up” to Follow.

Then there will be general “clean-
‘m-up“ of restaurants, back yards,
atreats and other places where flles
|are prevalent. Mosquitoes will also

__be given attention. The marshes and

other low lands close to Alexandria
wWill be drained and liberally coated
with oil to eliminate this nuisance.
} = Smith recetved todday from Dr.
['W. C. Fowler, health officer of the Dis-
trict of Columbia, the copy of a letter
he sent to Dr. Willlams of the state
board of health. The letter, which is
l.l-r-e:plmtonr. BRYS:
“The health department is in receipt

of Information which leads it to belleve

typhoid fever is prevalling to an
unusual extent in the city of

Va. Owing to the close prox-
imity of Alexandria to the District of
Columbia, I am writing to ask if you
will kindly adviee me as to the exact
situation at this time, mo that this de-
partment may take action if the con-
ditions seem to warrant to protect the
o e sl "t e o
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purely local and Washin

has no need to be alarmed. s

State Board's Action Approved.

Business men and the general
of Alexandria are elafad nvegut;l]:g

+ Bummary ection of the state board ot*

health officials in taking charge of th
sanitary situation withgs vle: to r.-m:

\ rying on two “clean-up” campalgns to

s

“better the health of the city.

Opinfon Is general in Alexandria
that because of state intervention con-
ditions will improve, but they depre-
cate the fact that it was necessary
for the state government to step in
to eliminate conditions which are the
obligations of city officials.

Business men particularly point out
that the publicity given the sanitary
conditions,’ followed by states inter-
vention, was unfortunate, since Alex-
andria never in her history experi-
enced such Industrial an@ general bus-
inesa prospertiy as at the present time,
But they admit that Insanitary con-
ditions existed and the action of the
state board of health, in lieu of ac-

* tlon by city officials, was imperative.
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Btarted by ‘Commerce Chamber.

The chamber of commerce iz cradit-
ed with having brought about the
change in conditions, though the order
issued on Baturday last by Lieut. Col.
Park of Camp Humphreys, that the
soldlers at the camp do no trading In
Alexandria, contributed. The chamber
of commerce clalms to have preparad
on Friday of last week the notlces of
the mass meeting of citizens held the
following Sunday to consider general
sanitary conditions of the city becauss
of the cases of typhold fever.

It was at this mass meeting that
Mej. 1. W. Brewer of Camp Humph-
rays appeared and in explanation of
the order issued to men In the camp
sajld that it was & precautionary
measure. Hs made no allegations
that foodstuffs and soft drinks in
Alexandria stores wers not fit to eat
or drink, but said that the men of
the camp must be protected in view
of the cases of typhold fever In Alex-
andria.

Bad Drinking Water Alleged.

Soms persons asassrted that the
water was the cause of the illness.
Mrs. J. G. Cockey of 530 King strest
declared to a Star representative yes-
terday that for the past few months
she has boiled all of her irinkin:
water. She sald that there are many
other women to her knowledges who
do the same thing. BShe said that
sometimes when the water is left in
s glass over night a sediment is
found at the bottom in the morning.
Mra. Cockey said that in view of this
experience she began to boil the
water last spring.

Mrs. Cockey also sald that thers are
' & number of families of the city that
use & mineral water, which is sold
by & concern in the city, in prefer-
' gnce to that furnished by the Alex-
andria Water Company, which is the
‘main water distributing concern of
the city.

Charge Is Disputed.

George Uhler, secretary-treasurer of
the Alexandria Water Company, de-
elared that the water is all that could
be desired and in this he is cham-
pioned by the chamber of commerce,
the company and commercial organiza-
tion having maintained that analysis
has shown the water to be pure.

Mr. Uhler sald that the water {s im-

" pounded and is purified with chlorine

and that sedimentation beds are used.
He slso sald that the government in
some instances uses chlorine to purity
its water,

The water situation In Alexandria
has been the cause of more or lems
sgitation for some time. More than
twe rs ago a number of citizens
y ngd the Alexandria

poration ecommiesion, and several
hearings were heald with no decision
being reached. The question of in-
creased rates desired by the water
company also was taken up.

Commission to Qive Hearing.

Tomorrow morning there will be a
hearing before the commission on the
question of the watar supply and in-
crease In rates. The following {s a copy
of the letter recelved by Bamuel G.
Erent, commonwealth’'s attorney for
Alexandria, from Alexander Foward of
the stats corporation commisaion rela-
tive to the hearing:

“It has been brought to the attention
of the commission and of the state
board of health that the method of the
Alsxandria Water Company in distrib-
uting its water supply i3 dangerous to
the health of the community, and the
commission desires In connection with
tfe above case, which involves the mat-
ter of service, to have a conference on
this subject, which will be held in the
commission’s ofMce, in Richmond, Wed-
resday, July 10, at 10 o'clock. The par-
tles to the conference will be the attor-
neys for the city of Alesandria, for the
petitioners in the above case, and for
the Alexandria Water Company, with
representatives of the state health de-
partment and the United States depart-
ment of public health.”

GODSOL HEARNG
NEARS 115 CLOSE

Attorneys’ Arguments in Case
of Former French Soldier,
Who Resists Extradition.

IS CHARGED WITH CRIME

The pr stion today finished its ar-
gument before Justice Gould of the Dis-
trict Supreme Court, who is hearing the
babeas corpus proceeding for the re-
lease from custody of Frank J. Godsol
Godsol, a former French soldler, Is
charged with obtaining $1.500,000 from

the republic of France in connection
with the purch of bile trucks
for war use. The lawyers representing
Godsol may close their arguments lata
thls afternoon or tomorrow morning.

Opens for the Government.

Asaistant United States Attdrney
Laws opened the argument for the
government. He first pointed out the
limitations on the power of the court
in habeas corpus, proceeding to re-
view the decision of Justice Hitz,

sitting as & committing maglisirate,
saying that the test to be applied by
the court to the case was whether
there was any legal evidence before
Justice Hitzx on which he might base
his order for the extradition. The
presence of hearsay evidence in the
record was of no moment, he claimed;
provided there was other competent
evidence to support the charge.

Answering the contention of Attor-
ney Stanchfield that the crime, if any,
was committed In America, because,
while representation may have been
mede in France, the money was ob-
tained in New York, Mr. Laws urged
that the law of Franca under the
treaty was the law which governed,
and that the uncontradicted testi-
mony before Justice Hitz was that
under the law of France the prose-
cution could be maintained there,
even though the money was pald in
America.

Additional Arguments Heard.

Assistant TUnited States Attorney
Archer continued the argument for
the government. His point was that
the making of representation to one
person and the obtaining of money
and the defrauding of another per-
son constituted the crime of false
pretenses in this District. Mr. Archer
reviewed the evidence in detall to
show the presence of competent evi-
dence before Justice Hitz to justify
the holding of Godsol for trial

Attorney Benjamin S° Minor, repre-
senting the French republic, also re-
viewed the evidence, and made a
strong argument for the detention of
Godsol. He outlined the business re-
fations of Godsol in France, particu-
larly with the agent of the FPlerce
Arrow Motor Company, who was sent
from London to Parls to get orders
from the French government.

U. 8. Attorney Laskey Closes.

The governmeni’'s case was conclud-
ed by United States Attorney Laskey.
He disputed the contention of Attor-
ney Stanchfield that in a preliminary
hearing the court must presume the
accused to be innocent, and cited the
case of Aaron Burr, In which Chief
Justice Marshall sat as a committing
magistrate and held that he would
not require avidence sufficlent to con-
vince him of the gullt of the accused,
but would leave that question to be
determined by the trial court.

Curtailed by Court’s Statement.

Mr. Btanchfleld’'s argument was cur-
tailed yesterday by an expression of
Justice Gould. which intimated that
the justice agreed with one of the
two propositions of law advanced by
the attorney. When Mr. Stanchfield
had insisted that the crime of false
pretenses was mnot completed until
the money was paid and that as it
w sgreed no money was received
by Godsol In France, a trail, If any,
should be in the place where the
money wasa recelved. Justice Gould
remarked, “That {8 my view of the

law."”
taking this as fa-

The attorney,
vorable to his contention that Godsol
should not be sent back to Frauce,
sald, “Then we havs nothing else to
say, let the prosecution answer.”

COUPLE, AFTER QUARREL,
TREATED FOR POISONING

Mrs. Grifin, Taken to Hospital,
Finds Her Husband Also
a Patient.

John W. Griffin, a Baltimore and
Ohio rallroad brakeman, and Mra
a G@riffin, his wife, today are pa-
tlents in Casualty Hospital, where
they are being treated for poison they
are sald to have taken last night.
Physiclans exproessed the opinion that
neither was dangerously affected.
Police of the ninth precinct made
an investigation but falled to‘find any
evidence of & suicide pact, the wife
not taking polson, they said, until she
learned that her husband had taken
some of it and had been taken to the
hospital. © :
The Griffins lived at 714 G street
northeast. It was sald at that fum-
ber today that the husband had not

been working steadily and that last
night he and his wife engaged in a

quarrel. s

Grifin left home and a few minutes
later was taken to the hospital from
near 3th and H streets northeast,

strest. That was about 10:15 o'clock,
and twenty-filve minutes later his wifs
sald she, too, had taken poison.
Physicians at the hoapital were
working to save the husband's life
when the wife was brought to the
hospital.

Navy Firemsn Dies of Injuries.
. Guy Casey, & Navy flreman of St,
ouis, died July 5 of & frastured skull

e 3 . It was ‘ i

by & fall down & hateh aboard
ruiser Pit L Navy D

OULEE Iy

having swallowed polson while on the'

NASH FOOD HOARD
SOLD AT AUGTION

Business-Like Crowd
Hand to Buy Condemned
Supplies.

on

WENT IN LARGE LOTS

Hoarded food taken from the home
ot Dr. Francls 8. Nash, U. 8 N., was
sold at auction today at a United
States marshal’'s sale held by Adam
A. Weschler, at 920 Pennsylvania ave-
nue. The food sold comprised the
entire store, estimated to be worth
about $1,900, taken from the Nash
home in Q street recently, and con-
demned by the District SBupreme Court.
The sals was the first of Its kind In

the United States.

Clarence R. Wilson, Diatrict food
administrator, wasa &n Interested
spectator at the beginning of the sale,
following the reading to the throng
of boarding-house keepers, confec-
tioners and others by Mr. Weschler
of a letter. from the United States
Food Administration, limiting the
sale of sugar to householders, unless
the purchaser fed twenty-five per-
szons or more. 1t was announced that
not more than two pounds could be
sold to a private householder and Mr.
Weschler refused to aell in such small
quantities. This limit, however, did
not apply on sugar sales to those
feeding twenty-five people or more,
and this included soda fountaln men,
ete. Such bldders, however, were 1im-
ited to purchases for a thirty-day
supply, and the sugar purchased will
be taken from their allotment for the
quarter comprisiag July., August and
September.

Names and Addresses Taken.

The names and addresses of pur-
chasers of the great stock of groceries
of every description in the sale were

taken, and such will undergo the
serutiny of the local food adminiatra-
tion. Any one who may have pur-
chased more than his needs will be In
danger of facing a hoarding charge
himself, it was stated.

A big crowd of purchasers gathered
early and examined the stores, rang-
ing along the entire west wall of the
Weschler establishment. Hams galore,
goups in cans, 935 pounds of rice.
2,900 pounds of granulated sugar and
soap were a few of the lots auctioned.
Most of the sales were in large lots.

For instance, one lot of alxty-three
two-pound packages of fancy lump
sugar In packages was knocked down
for 1012 cents a pound. Assorted
soups brought 12 cents a can.

No certificates were required for the
purchase of sugar at the saale. The
“fifty-fifty" rule, whereby purchasers
are required to buy an equal amount
of substitutes, etc, when buying
wheat flour, was not in force at the
sale,

Must Be Removed Today.

The cans holding much of the flour,
rice, grain, etc.,, were not included in
the sale, and those purchasing these
foodstuffs had to bring thelr own con-
tainers for its removal. The cans
will go back to Dr. Nash.

All the articles purchased will have
to be taken from the saleroom by the
purchasers today.

No wines, etc., were sold today. It
is declared that several persons made
inquiry at the salercoom early In the
morning as to whisky, wines, etc.,
found in the Nash stock, and seemed
disappointed when told that none
would be sold.

H. B. Kramer of the local food ad-
ministration brought to the saleroom
this morning the letter defining the
rules of sale. Deputy Marshal P. F.
Cusick was on hand, but had little to
do, as the crowd was most orderly
and was plainly out for business.

AUTOMOBILE DRIVER
GETS FULL PENALTY

Sentenced for Driving Car While
Under Influence of
Liquor. i

The maximum sentence of three
months' imprisonment was imposed on
Guy Jones, colored, of Knoxville,
Tenn., by Judge McMahon In Police
Court. Jones was convicted of driving
an automobile while under the Influ-
ence of liquor. i

George H. Harrls, colored, was sen-
tenced to six months' imprisonment
and fined $5600 by Jydge Hardison this
morning for bootlegging. Harris was
arrested by Detective Livingston and
Sergt. Sheetz of the mecond precinct
last Saturday and arraigned yester-
day. The cases was continued until
this morning to obtain an additional
witness. Harris will be forced to
serve an additional two months' con-
gnement in default of payment of the

ne. -

Although Judge Hardison had pre-
viously announced that he would Im-
pose the maximum penalty upon con-
victed bootleggers, provided the cases
did not decrease, it ia belleved that
he impoeed a light sentence on Harris
because the colored man claimed that
he did not directly make the =als, but
was & “tool” for a bootlegger.

John M, Barnes Dismissed.

The case against John M. Barnes,
arrested on Independence day by Po-
liceman O. T. Davis of the fifth pre-
cinct for bootlegging., was nolls
prossed because of the lack of suf-
ficlent evidence.

Albert Butler, colored, charged
with illegally selling liquor, entered
a plea of not gullty when*arralgned
before Judge Hardison this morning
and demanded a jury trial' Butler
was arrested Monday night by Police-
man Davis.

U-BOATS MENACE BRITAIN.

Danger Still Prevdlent, But Curbed,
Says Munitions Secretary.
LONDON, Monday, July B.—Thes
great body of the English nation falls
to realize how near England came
to Irretrievable disaster because of
the German U-boats, said Frederick
George Kellaway, secretary to the
minister of munitions, speaking at
Midlands today. In discussing the
submarine peril, Mr. Kellaway sald:
“The U-boat Iz stlll one of the
greatest perils against which the al-
lies have to fight. Those who sup-
pose we shall ever be able to abolish
these risks are living In a 1's
paradise. But, thanks to the navy,
our -losses are bein{ brought to
within limits which the allies- can
bear without flinching. Recent re-
turns show the loss of munitions
gliijps from submarine warfare are
only about & quarter of what they
wera when the U-boat campaign was
at its height. There have been weeks
recently when the Germane falled to

sink a single ton of munitions.”

Steamer Returns; Saved 800 Lives.
SEATTLE, Wash, July 9—After

saving the lives of more than six

hundred cannery employes, inéluding

twenty-one men maroonad on an ice-
berg for three weeks,

Btates

to port

FOOD HOARDED BY DR. NASH SOLD AT PUBLIC AUCTION.

PHOTOGRAFHS MADE IN THE AUCTION ROOMS OF ADAM A. WESCHLER, 920 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, THIS
MORNING, SHOWING THE FOODSTUFFS FOUND IN THE HOME OF. DR. FRANCIS 8. NASH, 1723 Q STREET,
GOING TO THE HIGHEST BIDDER. DR. NASH WAS CONVICTED OF HOARDING FOOD AND FINED $1,000.

CERMANS IMPRESSED
- BY AMERICAN TROOPS

Enemy Intelligence Report Admits
United States Lads Are “Very
Good” Soldiers.

By the Assoeinted Presa. -

WITH THE AMERICAN ARMY IN
FRANCE, July 8.—An Indication of
what the German army thinks of the
fighting ability of the Americans is
given by a copy of an Intelligence
report of the — (deleted) German
army, which has just been obtained.
The report, ribing the fighting on
the Marne; refers to the (delsted)
American division as & very good one,
“slmost an attacking division”” and
adds that the nerves of the Ameri-
cans have not yet been shaken.

The German fire, the report aays,
had been unable to affect the morals
of the Americans, who lacked only the
necessary instructions to make them
gerious adversaries.

Prisoners taken by the Germans, the
report states. were physically well
bullt and were aged from eightesn to
twenty-eight years. Thelr charscter-
{stic utterance is quoted as “we kill
or are killed.”

The report adds that it is impossible
to obtain military information from

the Americans and that they rarely
will Inalu‘:e ltihe positions they oc-
cupled in the line.

in general the report declares the
Americans make & good impression,
For the moment they continue to con-
slder their part in the war as that of
“blg brothers” who had coms l.c:
Europe to assist their “litile brothers
and the latter's mothers and aisters,
but also declare that they had come
overseas to fight for their country.
Most of the Americans, the docu-
ment adds, are of foreign extraction,
“dami- ** Is calls them, but
it admits that thelr spirit and fighting
qualities are remarkable.

KEPT TWO SETS OF BOOKS,
FEDERAL OFFICIALS SAY

English & 0'Brien, Wool Men, Ac-

‘cused of Conspiracy to Defraund
T. B. of Taxes.

BOBTON, July 8.—Willlam A. Eng-
lish and John H. O’'Brien, members
ot the firm of English & O'Brisn, Boa-
ton wool merchants, were arreated
today on & federal indlctment charg-
ing conspiracy to defraud “the gov-
ernment of incoms taxes, The indict-
ment alleged that the shortage
through improper accounting amounted
to $250,000. oBth pleaded not guilty and
wers held in bonds of §25,000 each. Fed-
eral officials said it was the first case of
the kind to be brought to the attention
of the grand jury. :

With the arrest of English and
O'Brien it became known that the
government yesterday instituted a
clvil sult against them for the resove
ery of $2,000,000 damages to cover the

back on 1 o tax pay Exam-
ination of the firm's records showed,
toderal muthorities sald, that two sets

of books hmd been kept, one for ex-

ination by Internal revenus axperts
:::1 the ouig-for the privats i.lzrm;-
tion of the defendants. o
The arrest was described by federal|
officials ms the first .of & séries. of
rosscutions ~ against all u

gors. :

E. A. Wetmore, Noted Lawyer, Dies

NEW YORK, July 5.—Edmund A.
Wetmorse, distinguished lawysr and
educator, and who had been counsel
in many important patent litigations
in the United Btates during the last
thirty years, has died at hiz home
hers. He weaa &t one time president
American 1

amounts alleged to have besn held | New

of the Assoociation
ialn&ng.\ He was educated at
0, and received

which he gradustsd
his Jegul education on

am] : - Ttes, |

D. . PHONE CALLS
LOW N AVERAGE

Smaller Than in Other Cities,
Testimony at Hearing
Shows.

DR. WOLFF TESTIFIES

Telephone calls per station per day
4n Washington show a low average
‘compared with those of other citles
comparable to the capital

This was brought out today at the
resumption of the hearing before the
Public Utilities Commission to deter-
mine whether financial relief shall be
given tha Chesapeake and Potomac
Telephone Company to meet increas-
ed burdens imposed by war condi-

tions.

Dr. F. A. Wolff of the United States
buresu of standards was on thestand
the entire morning explalning dJdata
compiled by experts of the bureau
relative to the local telephone situa-
tion. Indieations were that this gov-
ermmment agency will require several
days for submitting to the commission
the record of its findinga G. B
Maoomber and W. E. Brown, experts
of the bureau associated: with Dr.
Wolff in the investigation, will testify.

Phone Oalls in Other Cities.

Dr. Wolff's testimony largely was
taken up with amplifications of the
telsphone report fssued recently by
ths bursau as & public document. His
fizurea on usage showed that the av-
erage call rate per station per day in
Philadelphia is 4.33; Baltimore, 4.80;
New York, 5: Pittsburgh, 5.056; Boston,
5.37: San Francisco, 5.37; Cleveland,
7.40, and Detroit, 9.80, whereas, in
Washington, it is but 3.3.

He showed that the ratio of flat rate
calls to total calls originating In the
busy hours of service in Washington
is decreasing. In 1915 the per cen
ratio was 14.1; in 1916, 12,9, and In
1917, 12.1.

Automatic May Increase Calls.

That telephone usage hers will in-
crease If an automatic telephone sys-
tem is installed was indicated by sta-
tistics miven by the expert as to the
call ratd in Lima, Ohlo, whers auto-
maticsa are used. With about 10,000
stations, Lima, he sald, has approxi-
mataly 80,000 originating calls a day,
which averages about elght calls per
station per day, as compared with the
less than four calls per station per
day In Washington, whers the manusal

is in operation.

Dr. Wolff's testimony at the morn-
ing seasion related to only a few
phases of the bureau's Investigation
' and did not tou¢h upon many of the

uestions, especially that of the prac-

cability of installing automatics in
‘Washl n at ths present time,
which e government experts will
endeavor to clear up for the benefit
of the commission before the hearing
an

Representatives of the telephons
company, including President Bethel,
T. P, Brlvan, assistant to the presi-
dent; Atternays Marys and Bwayse of

York, and

cthers attended the
hearing. Chairman Brownlow of the
commission presided and General
Counsel Conrad H. Symes conducted tha
'_qunuonlui.hn! Dr. Wolft for thes com-
mission. e hearing was Tesumed
this afternoon and is not expected to
terminate befors Wednesday or Thurs-
day at the earliest. LA

tax | “SAFETY” BLADE AS WEAPON.

Accused of slashing the ear of Mil-
dred Greene, colored, with a safety
razor blade, Bernice Beaaley, cologred,
1836 Cooks court, was arraigned be-
fora Judge McMahon in Police Court
this morning and charged with as-
erult.

The colored woman was arrested
late last night by Sergt. Holmes, De-
tective J. A. Bullivan and Policeman
Trammell of the eighth &r'uinct in
Blands  court following the assault
woman, Bernice en-
and iz

WOODEN SHPS TO LT
BURDEN UFF RALROAD

.

Plan to Employ 200 of Them in At-
lantic Coastwise
Trade.

The shipping board and the rallroad
administration together-ars working
out a program by which the railroads
will be relieved of considerable traf-
fio along the seaboard, sspecially in
connection with coal and cotton ship-
memnts along the Atlantic coast

Wooden shipe are to be used exten-
sively in this coastwise movement of
commodities, which hitherto has en-
talled a heavy burden on the rall-
roads. About 200 of these wooden
ships soon will be ready for this traf-
fic.

The extent to which the wooden ship
program is speeding up is indlcated
by the fact that thera are 332 wooden
shipways now bullt.

Bteel ships are first to be provided
with enﬁinu and bollers, of which the
supply has been limited, owing both
to difficulty in obtaining steel and 4n
manufacturing. After'the steel ships
are provided for the wooden ships will
be used, and then the concrete ships
will be equipped.

Contracts have been let for ninety-
two 12,000-ton vessels to be used in
the transport service. After the war
they will be employed as passefger
vessels.

TIME RIPE TO DISCUSS
PEACE, SAYS BERNHARD

Berlin

Political Writer BSays
President’s Plan Is
Basis.

COPENHAGEN, July 9.—Writing In
thse Vossische Zeitung of Berlin
George Bernhard, political editor,
says: 15

“The time Iz now ripe openly to &is-
cuss peace conditions. Having regard
to the ideal peace conditions lald
down by President Wilson unanimity
on the matter undoubtedly could
easily be reached if a method of dis-
cussing the peace terms could only be
agresd upon.”

Bernhard says Germany and her al-
Ilee would undoubtedly accept rea-
sonable disarmament proposals.

Presidént Wilson’'s demands for
self-government by amall nations, the
writer gays, would be favorably re-
celved, but the central powers would
insist upon knowing the attitude of
England regarding Ireland. Negotia-
tions, the writer adds, should take
place directly between the bellig-
erents respecting frontier regulations,

TO RELIEVE WAR WORRIES.

Bed Cross Discusses Financial
Problems of Soldiers.
Financial problems to be met in tak-
ing care of soldiers’ families wers con-
siderad by American Hed Cross division
directors of civilian rellef in conference
at national Red Cross headquartars here
today. The conference began yedterday
and will last all weel
Fifteen division directors from all
parts of ithe United States are attend-
‘ing the confi
uv!ur e, w-arme. wl!ueh 18 presided
of clvillan relief.
-*v!.m of ths bureau of

Croes took up the financiai
problems of the work at today's u-lon?
Problems under consideration include
tlhn m&.l.ntmrnm of morals
ng soldlers from worrying about
their families, rehabilitation of the
wounded, coxumunlication service to help
ml:-n to keep in touch with their families,
e

———
None Lost When Eaton Was Sunk.
NEW YORK, July 9.—No lives were
lost when the American steamship
George L. Eston was sunk in Euro-
pean waters last week, presumably
by a submarine, according to a cable
m _received here
Elwell & Co.,
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LENINE STRIVES T0
PLAGATE GERMANS

Berlin Tries to Fasten Assas-
sination of von Mirbach on
Entente Agents.

TEUTONS ARE AROUSED

By the Agsociated Press.

LONDON, July B.—Nikolal Lenine,
the bolshevik premier, Is endeavoring
to placate the Germans by appointing
an “extraordinary commission of in-
vestigation” to probe the death of
Gount von-Mirbgeh. The commission
is headed by “Comrade Peters.”

Meanwhile Berlin i1s doing its ut-
most to make capltal out of the von
Mirbach affair. A German official ac-
count of the assassination concludes:

“The result of a preliminary inquiry
permits the assumption that agents in

the service of the entente are impli-
cated in the affair."

Counter Revolt Suppressed.

The counter-revolutlonary rising In
Moscow has been suppressed and the
revolutionaries are making a most ig-
nominious flight. Orders have besn
issued to arrest and to disarm all
members of the social revolutionary
detachments and to shoot on the spot
all who resist. Several hundred par-
ticipantz in the rising have been ar-
resied, among them Vice Chairman
Alexandrovitch, while special orders
have been issued to secure all mem-
bers of the executive committee of the
soclal revolution: ry party.

The murder of Count von Mirbach
has caused great excitement in Ger-
many, the Exchange Telegraph cor-
respondent at Copenhagen reports. All
the German newspapers use violant
expresaions in commenting upon the
event, but at the same time are gen-
erally in agreement that the bolshe-
vik government was not connected
with fhe assamsination.

The Wolff Bureau telegram from
Moscow, the Copenhagen dispatch
adds, declares the social revolution-
ists admitted they were concerned in
ahe plot to assassinate the ambassa-
or. '

Man Behind Plot, Is Claim.

German newspapers now are point-
ing to Gen. Savinkoff, who was. war
minister In the Kereneky cabinet, as
the man behind the von Mirbach plot,
which is being gradually developed by
the Teuton press into a great anti-
German movement, backed by all those
men whom Germany has found to be
hindrances in her plans of aggression
in Russia. A Moscow telegram circu-
lated by the Wolff News Bureau of
Berlin says:

“Savinkoff Is considered to bes re-
sponsible for the deed. He 18, more-
over, said to be closely connected with
the Czecho-Slovak and soolal revolu-
tionary movements. His whereabouts
is unknown.”

Radical Move Is Seen.

German newspapers Aare preparing
the public for a radical move against
Russia as punishment for the Mirbach
affair. Exactly what this move will
be is not as yet indicated, but Dutch
end Scandinavian newspapers hint at
a march on Moscow, and dispatches
are printed showing that German
forces now are about 300 miles west
of that city and are being heavily re-
inforced.

German newspapers give many col-
umns to developments in the Mirbach
case, particularly long telegrams from
Moscow pralsing the work that Count
von Mirbach did there and describing
the alleged treacherous manner by
which the assassins gained entrance
to his office by posing as delegates of
& commission for combating the so-
clal revolutionist movement. It is
atated that they fired their revolvers,
not only at Cont von Mirbach. but also
at German Councilor Kiesler and
Lieut. Muller, who were in the room.
Immediately after the firing they
jumped from & window, hurling hand
grenades back of them as they jump-
ed. They leaped Into a wealting auto-
mobile and escaped.

Germans Fearful.

THE HAGUE. July 3 —Germans re-
tuming from Moscew recently, says
the Vogssische Zeitung, referring to
the von Mirbach case, have expreszed
fear that ocomplete mmhh ¥ 1the::
might endanger persons who, In
urdge‘:'ly country, would be safe from
harm. It gives the following . alleged
quotation from a speaker at & rail-
way strike meeting in Mosoow:

»it is time to-thnow off the noese
von Mirbach has put around our necks,
otherwise a cheerful death threatens
us. Away with German capital! Away
with von Mirbach and his whole
counter-revolutionary bandl

Boviets Are Absolved.

AMSTERDAM, July 8.—Comments in
he Zelitung, the Lokal An-
O e the Nordeutsche Allge-
e Zeitung, and other German news-
;rlpe‘m. coples of which have been re-
oeived here, all tend to absolve the
soviet government of Russia of re-
sponsibility for the murder of Count
von Mirbach, German ambassador to
Ruesia. The newspapers hint at an
intrigue of the entente governments
to sow distrust belweeLn Germany and
e soviet governmen
th'r'hne vossische Zeitung expresses the
hope that “British over-cleverness has
again produced one of those follies
which may easily result in the exaot
opposite to what was intended."”

Assazsins Defended.

According to & Moscow telegram to
the Frankfurter Zeltung. the two
assassins of Count von Mirbach flea
after committing the crime to & build-
ing occupied by socizl revolutionists,
where they were being defended with
machine guns. It is declared In the
advices that the assassination of the
German ambassador was to have been
the signal for a big revolt under the
leadership of the social revolutionists,
but that this falled to materialize on
the scale that had been planned. It
seems from this account that the
fighting between the bolsheviki and
social revolutionists reported taking
place In Moscow Was an outgrowth of
the von Mirbach affair. The Frank-
fort message from Moscow mentioned
such fighting as taking place in va-

rious parts of the city when the dim-

patch was filed, but gave no detalls.

Changes Are Imminent.

#Changes in Russia ars imminent,”
says the Frankfurter Zeltung. “If the
entente's enterprise should lead to the

ss of the: present government
fgllzpnut much will remain of the
peace treatles. Our problem would
then become more complicated than
ever. Let us hope that in the solu-
tion of them the sword will play as
littls & role as possible. Nevertheless,
the central powers on no account can
permit the entente to find fresh re-
sources In the east.” 5

NO FEAR OF SUGAR FAMINE.

. Definite assurances that titers is no
mnrn!uwmmm glven
by the food administration today, and
the food situstion geneérally was de-
clared to be better than at any time
since Americs undertofk the feeding
of the allled world.

The American publie will, however,
be expected to observe closely the
new regulations limititig the house-
hold per capita consumiption of sugar
to three pounds mon and to com-
tinue all othier.cons On measures,

by James W.

at least In part. ever saving
other than lnﬂunn‘;

HONES PREPARE
FORCLERK INLUX

4,000 Rooms Available Now
for Five Hundred Arriv-
ing Weekly.

SITES FOR DORMITORIES.

Although the housing situation In
Washlngton has been less acute since
the beginning of summer, belief has
been expreseed in some quartera that
the return of hundreds of persons to
the city in the fall may cause more
congestion for the winter.

It was estimated today that the
government's clerical force in Wash-
ington is now increasing at the rate
of 500 a week and that a total of
15,000 more employes will be brought
here by Uncle Sam during the re-
mainder of the year.

This means that there [s a net In-
crease of 600 mfter deducting resig-
mations.

Edwin 8. Hege, manager of the

room registration office of the District
Council of Defense, said today his of-
fice has approximately 4,000 rooms
tavailable for employes who arrive he-
|tween now and the date of the com-
pletion of the dormitories which the
Department of Labor is to build. As
many of these are double rooms, thes
reglistration office is really reagy to
care for more than 5,000.
Although the $10,000,000 appropri-
ated by Congress for housing govern-
ment war workers In Washington s
avallable and the sites are understood
to have been deflnitely decided on,
thers was no indication today of when
work is to be etarted on the dormi-
tories or homes for navy yard work-
ere. -

Union station plaza and ons of the
government-owned squeres south of
Penneylvania avenus between 14th
and 15th streets are understood to
be the sites decided on for the dor-
mitories and the tract from 17th to
10k and from E to East Capitol
streets southeast for the homes for
navy yard workers.

If work should be started by the
middle of this month it probably
would be late in September befors
the structures would be completed.

Able to Meet Influx.

Mr. Hege expressed confidence to-
day that with rooms still being listed
daily the room registration office will
be able to meet the influx of clerks
until the dormitories are ready for
use.

The room registration office offers
practically no accommodation. how-
ever, for the navy yard workers who
still are being brought here and near-
ly =ll of whom have families. The
housing bureau is contemplating sev-
eral hundred emall homes and a dozen
or more apartment houses of perma-
nent construction.

It is probable that once work is be-
gun on both the dormitories and the
navy yard homes the government will
see that materials are given priority
in shipment, in order that the houging
accommodations may be completed in
as short & period as possible.

CAPT. LA GARDE IS MADE
ADJUTANT GENERAL IND. C.

‘Orders issued at the War Depart-
ment today assign Capt. Richard D.
LaGarde, United States Army, retired,
to active duty as adjutant general of
the militia of the District of Columbla.
Capt. LaGarde was born in Indian
Terriory in May, 1883, and served as
a private In Troop B, 4th Cavalry,
from August, 1902, to December, 1303.

In November, 1904, while a resident
of the District of Columbia, ha was
appolinted second lleutenant, 1st United
States Infantry, and served with that
regiment until September, 1905, when
he was transferred. to the I4th In-
fantry. Subsequently., he served with
the 10th and 9th Regiments of Infan-
try.

-He was retired with the rank of cap-
tain in 1916, and since then has lived
at 2630 Woodley place, this city.

HANS MERX, MUSICIAN,
GOES TO BE INTERNED

CHICAGO, July 8.—Hans Merx, un-
til his arrest May 31, under the espion-
age act, superintendent of church
music in the Roman Catholic archdlo-
cese of Chicago, started today with a
party of enemy allens for Fort Ogle-
thorpe, (38., where they are to be in-

terned.
Federal agents assert that Merx, a
reserve officer of the Austrian army.
ducted d with per-
sons concerned in plots against the
United States. He formerly lived in
Brooklyn, N. Y., whera he was active
in musical circles.

CALLS FOR INFORMATION.

Mr. Hadley Introduces Inquiry

Regarding Milk Condenseries.

Representative Hadley. of Washing-
ton today Introduced a Tresolution
calling on ths food administration to
report to the House whether any steps
have been taken to régulate the op-
eration of milk condenseries, whather
regulation to the prices paid by them
to milk producers exists. or whether
the war-time profits of the condense-
ries are ed.

HELD FOR GRAND JURY.

Isaac Lee Arraigned on Charge of
Carrying Deadly Wespon.

Ispac Lee, colored, was arraigned
before Judge McMahon In Police
Court this morning on a charge of
carrying a deadly weapon. He en-
tered a plea of not gullty and was
held under $500 bond for action by
the grand jury.

1.ee was arrested by Policeman C.
H. Trammell, Sergt. Holmes and De-
tective J. A. Bulllvan of the eighth
precinct when he attempted to shoot
a colored man following a dispute in
a Chinese restaurant at §th street and
Florids avenue early this morning.

The police say that Lee snapped the
trigger of the revolver several times,
but it failed to go off. When arrested
the loaded revolver was found on him.

Reporter to Begin Prison Term.
PARIS, July 9.—Police Commission-
er Priolet, st the requeet of Capt.
Bouchard of the Parls military court,
yesterday questioned M. Joucla, a re-
orter on the newspaper Eonnet
uge who was convicted last month
in connection with the pro-German
activities of that newspaper and sen-
tenced to five years' penal servitude.
It is understood that the police com-
missioner found nothing in Joucla's
disclosures to warrant any further
delay in his commitment to prison.

Children’s Matches Start Blaze. -
Children playing with matches this
morning started a =mall fire in.the
house of Henry Clay, 207.0 street. Fire-
made 8 to larm
men rm an al
ping more than
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